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Before doing any outdoor burning, contact your local fire protection agency.  There are 
many factors to consider when planning this type of burning.  Weather is an important 
element to consider when planning on burning debris.  Windy, dry days are not suitable 
for burning, because of the added risk that the fire will escape your control. Be sure to 
stay with your fire until it is out. 
 
Nearly one out of every five human-caused wildfires originated as debris burning. 
Before you light a debris fire, consider these helpful tips:  

• Check local laws on burning debris. Some communities allow burning only 
during specified hours; others forbid it entirely. 

• Debris should not be accumulated for several days before igniting.  It 
becomes compacted and possibly wet, extending the amount of time 
required to completely burn debris pile. 

• While burning debris, stay nearby until the fire is completely burned out 
or extinguished. 

• Have a shovel and water hose nearby to extinguish the fire. 
• Keep the area around the burn area clear of other combustibles. Never add 

gasoline or lighter fluid to the fire as vapors can ignite easily and burn you.  
• Consider the alternatives to burning.  Some types of debris, such as leaves, 

grass, and stubble can be recycled or composted.  Household trash should 
be hauled away to a recycling station. 

 
For additional information, contact your local fire protection agency or visit 

www.or.blm.gov/nwfire.  
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